Integration of nurse practitioners into Ontario's primary health care system: variations across practice settings.
Annual tracking surveys of nurse practitioners in the Canadian province of Ontario conducted by the Centre for Rural and Northern Health Research for the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care provide a picture of current employment and practice. The authors present an update on the most recent survey of primary health care nurse practitioners (PHC NPs), conducted in 2008.The study sample consisted of 378 NPs registered in Ontario in 2008 and practising in PHC. Differences in demographic, employment, and practice characteristics in a variety of practice settings are explored. Geographic distribution, education, autonomy of the NP, and the practice profiles varied across settings. The findings document the integration of NPs into Ontario's health-care system and suggest a need to further describe the models of practice and their impact on PHC outcomes.